
Whenever the following terms are used in the Design Guidelines, they shall be 
construed as follows. 

Floor Area. As defined by the Zoning Code. Floor Area does not include outdoor 
eating areas located in terraces, courtyards, private setback areas, public 
sidewalks, or other outdoor spaces. 

High-Rise. Generally, structures exceeding 240’ or over 20 stories tall.

LEED®. The Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Green 
Building Rating System™ is the nationally accepted benchmark for the design, 
construction, and operation of high performance green buildings. See the 
official website www.usgbc.org for more information.

Low-Rise. Generally structures that are up to 6 stories tall, most often seen in 
courtyard housing or small commercial structures.

Mid-Rise. Block structures that are 7-20 stories tall and typically 12-20 stories, 
most often seen in residential housing or commercial structures.

Parkway Zone. Sidewalk zone reserved for streets, other landscaping and 
access to parked cars.

Reviewing Agency. Department of City Planning and/or the Community 
Redevelopment Agency of the City of Los Angeles. The review process is 
outlined in Section 1.

Street Wall. The building wall along the back of sidewalk/setback.

Towers. Generally high-rise structures, or portions more slender than, and 
rising above a building’s street level base.

Zoning Code. The planning and zoning provisions of the Los Angeles Municipal 
Code (LAMC), Chapter 1 as amended.
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