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“Open space
should be

within walking
[distance of]

the pedestrian
shed of every
dwelling. The
pedestrian shed
is the measure of
urbanism.”

- Andres Duany

generate public

open space

The creation of public open space is essential to the health of
residents and the physical environment. Increasing open space, of
which Los Angeles has much less than cities of comparable size,
is a fundamental urban design goal. Open space can be created
and increased by programming a connected network of physical
linkages and creative use of available public rights of way. Streets,
alleys, sidewalks and adjacent areas, also offer opportunities for
small scale gathering, creative programming, or contemplative
parks and plazas with active linkage connections.

Research has shown that residents within a
three minute walk of open space utilize that
space more often than those who live further
away.Openspaceiscritical toincreased physical
activity and a connection to the physical
environment. While constructing traditional
parks at the recommended 1500 linear feet
intervals or 750 foot radius may be difficult,
that goal may also be reached by enhancing
a nearby sidewalk, converting unused street
dedications, creating a community garden
from a publicly held vacant lot, or greening a
neighborhood alley to enhance the pedestrian,
transit rider or bicyclist’s experience. Applying
a creative definition of open space will
challenge designers to examine the potential
of utilizing these areas in non-traditional
ways. These spaces provide an opportunity
for planting, watershed management, art,
social interaction, recreation and enjoyment of
everyday life.

Active open spaces increases the public's
perception of safety. Urban furnishings invite
passive and active engagement within public
areas. Street furniture, high quality materials,
lighting and curb and sidewalk treatments
provide important amenities in the public
realm. Public art can be an integral and
interactive feature that provides a focal point
or a facilitator of social interaction in a public
space.

Open space is an asset for the community and
the economy, especially in a city where the
weather provides year-round useablity. Great
open spaces have the power to attract a diverse
group of people on a regular basis and provide
a variety of social interaction, programming or
amenities and become a destination within the
city or neighborhood.
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< At the intersection of Castro and
Market Streets in San Francisco lies the
17th Street “Castro Commons.” What
started as a pilot project in 2009 to
claim excess right of way, has become
a permanent plaza that features several
seating options and a terra-cotta color
to distinguish it from the street and
the historic MUNI F-Line Streetcar
right of way. The space is mostly used
by the Castro Community Benefit
District, however the flexible seating
allows for a wide variety of uses, from

people watching to impromptu music

performances.

!> The High Line, an abandoned railroad
track for freight traffic in the 1930s,
was turned into a new public space
after Friends of the High Line formed
in 1999, as New York City threatened to
demolish it. In 2002, the project gained
the city’s support, and in 2006 the park
began construction. In 2011, the second
phase of the park opened to the public.
Section 2 runs from 20th Street to
30th Street and includes scenic vistas,
a variety of seating areas, meandering
pathways and naturalistic plantings.

I Augustus Hawkins Park exists along
Compton and Slauson Boulevards in
South LA. The open space was once a
cement pipe storage yard and it was
transformed into an 8.5 acre park. The
park contains rolling hills, native plants
and several tree species. The park is also
home to the Evan Frankel Discovery
Center, which provides information
about a wide range of environmental
issues and an emphasis on children’s
program.
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“[If a city wants
to be a] lively,
attractive, safe
and sustainable
city [it must]
be sweet to its
pedestrians,
sweet to its
cyclists.”

- Jan Gehl

reinforce walkability,
bikeability + wellbeing

Design of the urban environment that integrates physical activity
into daily life is central to the health of the city. The creation of more
opportunities for pedestrians and bicyclists to effortlessly connect
public open space reinforces walkability and wellbeing. Today’s Los
Angeles has less activity choices for residents than those typically
found in other urban centers. Increasing walkability and bikeability
will increase the opportunity for physical activity.

Pedestrian and bike friendly cities improve the
quality of life for residents. Walking and biking
contribute to a healthier lifestyle and cleaner
environment while decreasing our carbon
footprint.

There are many mechanisms by which to
support pedestrian and bicyclist comfort and
movement. Spaces framed by human scaled
buildings appeal to pedestrians as do facades
with openings along sidewalks. Sidewalk widths
should comfortably accommodate pedestrians.
Thoroughfares should have adequate buffers
from vehicles to accommodate increased
pedestrian and bicycle activity safely. Active
entrances that minimize driveways and
parking access on main streets enhance
pedestrian movement and safety for bicycles.
Screening parking lots and parking structures
or locating parking off the primary roadway

lessens the visual impact of the car. Providing
facilities for bicyclists such as secure parking,
repairs, showers and a safe travel network, can
increase the number of users.

Streets in the City of Los Angeles that are
underutilized by automobiles would be better
transformed into bike and walking trails that
are part of a citywide system. An improved
street system of linear park-like open space in
the existing fabric of the city that integrates
active experiences such as walking, jogging
and cycling can be developed as individual
projects are implemented. Everyone can
engage in physical activity while using the
streets for their daily needs, creating a more
vibrant and accessible city and a healthier
public environment.
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reinforce walkability,
bikeablity + wellbeing
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“History is one
of the most
remarkable
things in our
lives. The mere
fact it occurred
makes it
remarkable.”

- Anonymous

bridge the past +

the future

New developments that visually and physically connect with
adjacent buildings as well as neighboring districts successfully
bridge the past and the future. Existing iconic buildings and
districts exhibiting unique urban character should be preserved
and celebrated for their historical and cultural significance. The
integration of new development with the architectural and cultural
past helps residents recognize the richness of the past that
contributes to the quality of the future.

Bridging the past and the future is critical
to strengthening the identity of the city. Los
Angeles was established by a grant from
the King of Spain as a pueblo in 1781 and
incorporated as a city in 1850. More than 200
years later, several of the original buildings and
many historical neighborhoods still exist in
some form, most retaining significant amounts
of their original character.

Today, the original pueblo settlement is
commemorated in the historic district of Los
Angeles Pueblo Plaza, adjacent to Olvera
Street. Abbott Kinney's signature Venice
Canals harken back to the early 1900s,
reflecting a unique vision of a developer. The
neighborhoods of the city are varied with
extreme differences in size, geography and
demographics. They are distinct in character
and range from suburban Chatsworth in the
northwestern San Fernando Valley, to the port
community of San Pedro in the south, historic
Boyle Heights in the eastern part of the city
and the college-town feel of Westwood, in
West Los Angeles.

While some buildings and neighborhoods
have been preserved, there is the potential to
commemorate more historic events, in areas
that have been largely ignored. Encouraging
the refurbishment of historic areas and
accommodating uses such as outdoor cafes,
plazas and creative programming, creating a
liveable rather than static neighborhood. Public
art is a vital contributor, by documenting the
neighborhood’s history, explaining changes
to an area or signifying the importance of a
site. In addition, special signage and plaques
describe the history of an area, even if an
original building or street is no longer there.
Building facades can highlight a variety of
styles representative of different time periods,
if they are retained, and can serve as a tangible
and visual historical timeline while enriching
the urban fabric. Bridging the past and the
future can occur on a variety of scales - from
the preservation and restoration of one iconic
building, to the recognition of a series of
streets or neighborhoods. The celebration of
the past and integration with the future will
help Angelenos recognize their rich heritage.

!~ Bob’s Big Boy Restaurant, located
in Burbank, has been in operation
since 1949. Since then, the restaurant
has turned into both a cultural and
architectural institution. It is the
oldest Bob's in the country, and was
designated as a State Point of Historical
Interest in 1993. It was restored in that
same year. In addition to enhancing the
architectural history of the building, the
restaurant has reintroduced the culture
of the 1950s, with “Car Hop” service
and a classic car show on Friday nights.

> The Los Angeles City Council adopted
the ordinance creating  Historic
Preservation Overlay Zones (HPOZ) in
1979. HPOZ create historic districts and
range from 50 to over 3,000 properties.
Most of the properties are residential
with some containing commercial and
industrial properties as well. Not all
buildings in the areas need qualify, as
they are a collection of several cohesive
or unique historic resources within a
demarcated area. The first HPOZ is in
Angelino Heights, one of the oldest
neighborhoods of Los Angeles.
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< The Century Plaza Hotel, in Century City

in Los Angeles was built in 1966 and has
a rich history. The guests of the hotel
have included several presidents and
high profile celebrities. However, the
building was sold in 2008 and the new
owners had plans to demolish the hotel.
In 2009, the hotel was added to the
National Trust for Historic Preservation
list of the 11 most endangered places in
America. In 2011, the owners decided
to preserve and reuse the hotel instead
of demolishing it.

19



20

city of los angeles

“In the Arabic
language,

the word for
‘neighbourhood’
or quartier,

both with
purely spatial
connotations is
hayy, which is the
exact same word
for ‘alive’, while
its plural ahya’a
is the same word
for ‘the living.”

-Ayssar Arida

nurture neighborhood

character

One design approach does not fit all. Los Angeles is made up of a
rich fabric of distinct neighborhoods. New projects can contribute,
enhance and further define the character of a neighborhood rather
than simply alter it. Each potential development or improvement
needs to consider the context of its neighborhood or district and

work with it.

Incremental  changes of neighborhoods
are to be expected and embraced. Urban
environments need the flexibility to be able
to change with circumstance and progress.
Contributing to a distinct character sustains
community by nurturing the identity of the
neighborhood.

There are urban design characteristics,
however, that are common to many Los
Angeles neighborhoods that have seemed
to linger over time. SShared features that
represent a lack of physical identity (underused
surface parking lots, a dearth of architectural
design, landscape, signage, or public art that
celebrates the history and culture of place) are
opportunities for neighborhoods to nurture
their neighborhood character. Thus, these are
areas of opportunity to nurture neighborhood
character.

Parking lots and excess roadway could be used
as gathering places and public spaces during
off-peak hours. Transit hubs and developments

can spur new opportunities for architecture
and landscape that celebrate the uniqueness
of a neighborhood. Public art may educate
residents about the past and can provide
a unique design element that enhances a
neighborhood’s character. Street trees are
a traditional element used in the urban
environment that defines districts by the visual
characteristics of a selected species. Street
trees can be a city-wide unifying element
that links neighborhoods together helping to
define the city as a whole, and simultaneously
acknowledge the various neighborhoods.

Understanding the history, architecture,
geography, environmental scale and cultural
characteristics of neighborhoods provides the
basis for future development and design that is
rooted in the specific culture of a community.
The following are a few examples of the
distinct Los Angeles neighborhoods. They
include Chinatown, Venice Beach, Koreatown,
Van Nuys and Boyle Heights, and they provide
an introduction to the diversity of the city.
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